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This year’s list of India Firms to Watch features a
diverse group. While some have been in the business
for decades, others were only set up in the past
12 months; What unites them is strong commitment
to client service and a great deal of ambition.

RANKING BY ASIAN LECAL BUSINESS, TEXT BY APARNMA SAI

Ajay Sahni & Assoclates, which was
launched in 1983, recently epened its
Mumbai office, The firm specialises in
intetlectual property, lraaemanc (np\r-

in areas such as M&A, corporate, labaur

and employment, real estate; venture

capital and private equity, education

Laws, defence and aviation, rranc!uslng
s 4

right, patent, design, g
cation, disputes, licensing, enforcement,
protection, audit, transactions, valua-
tigns, commercialisation, monetisation,
investigations, legal, bechnology, media
and telecommunscatioa. itis the first Law
firm in India to-offer blackchain-based
1P solutions,

Meanwhile, GameChanger Law

ment, di
Lution; insolvency, software,finformation
technology, and general corporate and
commercial matters.

Ploneer Legal, which was founded in

in 2002

Iri Dethi, Singh and Associates (S&A)
has offices in Gurgaon, Mumbai and
Bangalore. The firm specialises in liti-
gation and ADR, contracts and transac-
tions, corporate and tax, and intellectual
progerty. In 2019, the firm won arbitra-
tions for clients which amounted to
appraximately 60 billion rupees {5812.7
millian). Ower the pastyear, SBA'S head-
count has increased from 105 to 151,

Singularity Legal i an Asia-and-
Africa-tocused international disputes
boutique which was estabiished in 2017
by Prateek Bagaria. n 2009, the firm was
narmed the Rising Law Firm of the Year
at the ALE India Law Awards. The firm
handles cross-border disputes across
sectors including energy and resources,
constrisction and infrastructure, shipping
and insurance, international trade and
business, and private equity and finance.

Noida-based boutique Sujata Chaudhii
IP Artorneys was founded in 2014 by
Sujata Chaudhri, The firm specialises in
all aspects of trademark law, branding
issues, designs and copyrights. The
firm has been involved in major litiga-
tion matters in the past year and has
represented major brand owners from
India and averseas.

April Last year,
and international clients on corporate
and commercial laws, employment
laws, insurance, intellectual prop-

Advisors specialises in fal
contracts, corporate law,

erty,

ture and project

law, FDI/fereign trade, intellectual
property and venture capital transac-
figns, Feunded in 201 by Amrut Joshi,
the fism has three partners, and offices
in Bangadore and Delhi. The firm has
represented clients (rom various sectors
including fintech, sports, entertalnment,
and gaming, social enterprises/impact
Investments, and venture capitals.

Established in" 2004, LexCounsel Law
Difices is a Delhi-headquartered corpo-
rate/commercial and litigation Law firm
with four partners and 35 fee-earners.
The firm recently opened an office in
Bhubaneshwar. LexCounset specialises

BLIS)

UBR Legal Ac was founded by
Eharat Raichandaniin 2015. |n 2019, the
firm opened offices in Vapi and Delhi, It
foscuses on tax Litigation such as direct,
indirect taxation and foreign trade and
palicy-related matters. UBR Legat also

finance amang others. Thy 1y

has an affice in Murnbai, but s in the
f git

will soon selup its. mmme!clal hllgalhn

and arbitration practice,

Another firm which made the list is PSL
Advozates & Solicitors, Established
in 2002, the firm has offices in Delhi,
Mumbai, Bangalore and Chandigarh,
with the latter two being set wp [ast

and contractual Laws.

LAW FIRM SHOWCASE:

Lax Consult

Lex Consult is a Mumbai-based corpo-
rate commercial and transactional
acvisory boutique law firm with twe
partriers and six fea-earners. Founded
in 2019, the firm specialises in mengers
and acguisitions, strategic al.liances and

year. The six-partner i hired
five associates over the past year, PSL

has represented clients fram se(mrs
b i

e5, private eduity

camlal, structured finance, dispute
strategy and real estate.

including food, ¥
and real estate.
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The firm's clients e ioneering
Wentures, Arshiya Limited, Sukkhi Online,
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BROUCHT T YOU BY LEX COMSULY

Lex Consult

Nyay Sagar, 2nd Floor, Kalanagar, Bandra East, Mumbai -~ 400 051, India
E codn W t.col

Key Personnel

Naresh Pareek, Partner, +91 90 0407 3498
Maresh Pareek is a partner at Lex Consult, and has an experience of over a decade in corporate commer-
cial and transactional advisory. His primary areas of practice are joint ventures, financial & technical collab-
‘orations, mergers (incleding demengers), acquisitions, private equity investments, business restracturing
and cross border transactions. Having worked at top law firms before co-founding Lex Consult, Manesh has
advised clients on a wide range of issues relating 1o acquisitions, structuring (inchuding entry and exit strat-

egies), requlatory trends and compliances, strategic issues and developments in a variety of sectors such as
manufacturing, power/infrastructune, healthcare, retail/consumer goods, financial sendces, real estate, media & techinology,
e-commerce, fintech, insurance and hospitality. As a trusted advisoer to a number of his clients, Naresh is often requested to go
beyand the limits of a typical ransactional lawyer and advise on contentious matters such as shareholder disputes, arbitra-
tions, liguidation proceedings and fraud investigations.

Maijid Afsar Siddigi, Partner, +31 88 7961 4511
Maijid Afsar Siddigi specializes in joint ventures and acquisition, sharenoider exits and disputes. He has, in the
past, Mo advised leading banks and financiad mstllwoﬁs in their lending and strectured financing transac-

1|nr|s_wn||.e having primarily d investors,

Indian avasiety

of

logistics and real astate to finan-

«cial services, retail, education arm lecnnologycnnsunuq services. Majid has successfully been able 1o use

this sectoral experi

due diligence

efficient negotiations, effective

drafting and Iaswt deal- cl.oslng Majid has spent his romlame years at bop Law firms prior to turning enlrepmneurlal and has

inr d sectors

regularly

clients.in structuring their i v Il

such as real estate and retail. He was one of the key membsers of the teamn which successfully obtained the lequmte govemment
approvals and concluded the first and onty foreign direct investment deal in the multi-brand retail sectorin India,

1 Mestech

India Services, Nl\mgm Fintech, Arevuk
Advisory Services and Lesma Limited.
Motable work of Lex Consult includes
reprasenting Pionearing Vanturasin the
acguisition of a further 28 percent stake
in Desai Fruits and Vegetables from
Deepak Fertilizers and Petrochermnicals
Corporation; acting in the court-
approved menger of Yaliant Organics
and Amarjyot Chemicals; representing
Accelerated Leaming Edutech, which
‘operates the School of Accelerated
Learning, in its seed funding round
from Astarc Ventures and others; and
representing Miyogin Fintech Lirmited
i its acquisition of a majority stake in

direct Capital Services,

cempany for Meneyfront - a platform
for direct investments in rutual funds.
The firm attributes its successin the

past year to focussed partnier attention
on each deal; recognition by clients and

11 A

o

adapting ymarmic requir i

clients in a responsive, effective and effi-
cignt manner; training associates while
gining them the necessany guidance and
space to showcase their abilities; and
levaraging the collective knowledge
of the firm"s lawyers o sarvice clients
n various sectors like manufacturing,
chemicals, fintech, agriculture and agro-
tech, media and entertainment, edutech,
hospitality, real estate, retail and maore.

Some of the changes in business

ging a work envi that
attracts new generation lawyers; and
retaining talent as the firm beligves
that it is equivalent 1o Riring new ones.
Additianally, this year, Lex Consult
intends o consicer frasher ideas along
with building a connect with variouslaw
schools in tndia (through internships,
presentations and 50 on.
Partners Majid Afsar Siddigi and
Maresh Pareek, who each have more
than a decade of experience in the legat

ke
i its favour include the dynamic nature
of the regulatory regime which saw
numerous clients requiring guidance to
operate ina mmnllant manner resuhmg

indusiry, ¥ af Lex Consult
along with associate Shubham Soni.
Siddliqui specialises in joint ventures,
slmcmcl Ilnanca.crwsmueracquusl—

i real ol ratail,

in acioser g
bath the parties, government palicy and
legislative measures such as 1BC, RERA,
GST, FDI liberalisation and others.

The firm's growith strategy includes
addition of practice areas through inor-

ence; the approach to the uniqua require-
menits of a young millénnial workforce;
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ganic ition of partner practices;
feveraging the firm’s existing network
to make further inroads in' the industry;

wersed in joint
wentures and court appraved mergers,
cross border/private equity transactions,

In the future, the firm intends to
grow further while expanding their
team as well as developing a knowledge
management team and keveraging the
latest technalogy. @

ALHAN L 5 - sPRIL o2 3T

AL-BUS




